


In its continuing mission to achieve accurate detection of ovarian cancer and other reproductive cancers at their earliest stages, and

to provide women at increased risk for cancer high quality, compassionate clinical care, Yale Gynecologic Oncology presents

Discovery to Cure:Advancing the Prevention, Early Detection, and Treatment of Women’s Reproductive Cancers.

Through the Discovery to Cure program,Yale physicians and scientists strive to improve the prognosis for women with repro-

ductive cancers and pioneer viable new treatments for these patients. Early detection, exceptional clinical care, and the develop-

ment of novel treatment advances are the three cornerstones of the program.

early detection
Ovarian cancer is often called the disease that whispers because

the early warning signs are so subtle that they often go undetected.

Understated symptoms and ineffective screening tools result in many

women being diagnosed with the disease at an advanced stage, making

treatment more difficult.

The early detection program is comprised of a team of physicians, sonol-

ogists, nurses, genetic counselors, and program staff who are committed to

providing a comprehensive new approach to screening women at greatest

risk for developing ovarian and other reproductive cancers. These women

are first-degree relatives of ovarian cancer survivors and women who have

family histories of both breast and ovarian cancer. In addition to providing

comprehensive risk assessments, including formal genetic counseling and a

physical exam,the early detection program also offers women access to the

most advanced diagnostic imaging and ultrasound technologies to help

detect reproductive cancers at their earliest stage.

Developed at Yale, a blood test, which analyzes the expression of key

proteins in the blood, is the latest advance in the early detection of ovarian

cancer. Using the new blood analysis technique, early testing has been 95%

accurate in distinguishing ovarian cancer cells from healthy cells.

This breakthrough is currently available to women who are at high risk for

ovarian cancer through Discovery to Cure.

exceptional clinical care
The clinical care provided through Discovery to Cure is comprised of a

multidisciplinary team of caregivers who are committed to providing a

comprehensive approach to patient care. Physicians are board certified in
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Numerous clinical trials are currently available through Discovery to

Cure for patients seeking access to the most advanced therapies for ovar-

ian, cervical, and uterine cancers. These trials are effectively bringing

research advances to our cancer patients and are investigating the use of

new drug therapies and combinations of chemotherapy agents.

obstetrics and gynecology and in the subspecialty of gyneco-

logic oncology, which unites surgery, chemotherapy, and radi-

ation therapy into the treatment of women with reproductive

cancers.Women who are cared for by the Discovery to Cure

clinical team are benefiting from the experience of

specialty trained physicians who are continuously researching

to discover new methods to better treat their disease.

novel treatment advances
Researchers and clinicians in the Discovery to Cure program are at the

forefront of discovering new treatment options for women with repro-

ductive cancers.The direct connection between the laboratory and the

clinic is what makes Discovery to Cure truly unique.

Most recently, new signaling pathways for ovarian cancer were identi-

fied, which gave way to new approaches to the treatment of women with

recurrent ovarian cancer. One of these innovative treatment approaches

was the use of a new anti-cancer agent, Phenoxodiol.Yale was the only

site in the United States approved to use Phenoxodiol in clinical trials,

which found the agent to be effective in the treatment of women with

chemo-resistant ovarian cancer.

Research is also continuing to determine whether, based on protein

expression, patients will positively respond to a specific chemotherapy

treatment and, subsequently, whether the treatment they are receiving is

effective early in the patient’s course of treatment.A better understand-

ing of a woman’s response to chemotherapy will have a significant impact

on treatment outcomes.

“...committed to

providing a

comprehensive

new approach to

patient care.”



Yale Gynecologic Oncology has a tremendous opportunity to develop

innovative approaches for the prevention, early detection, and treatment

of ovarian cancer and other reproductive cancers. The benefits for

current patients and women who are at high risk for developing these

cancers are immeasurable.

Discovery to Cure is far more than a high quality clinical program

combined with the latest cutting-edge research. It provides hope for

cancer survivors with a pledge to develop new methods of early detection

and pioneering treatment options for women with cancer.

To make a donation, please contact:

Christopher Pates

The Office of Development,Yale Cancer Center

(203) 436-8550

christopher.pates@yale.edu

yalecancercenter.org

For more information on the Discovery to Cure program,

please call (203) 785-6956

www.yaleobgyn.org/oncology
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