
 
 
 

  
May 25, 2012 
Announcements  
  
Paul Eder Appointed to Lead 
Phase I Program 
Roy Herbst and I are very 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of Paul Eder as 
Assistant Director for 
Experimental Therapeutics at 
Yale Cancer Center.  Paul is a 
proven leader in drug 
development and clinical 
research and he will lead our 
Phase I research efforts.   
He joins Yale Cancer Center 
and Smilow Cancer Hospital 
from AstraZeneca, LP and 
Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
and will begin his new 
appointment at Yale on July 1, 
2012. 
Learn More >> 
  
  
Yale Cancer Center Joins SWOG 
Yale Cancer Center recently finished the application review 
process with the Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG), after 
having submitted a comprehensive application that included the 
Smilow Cancer Hospital Cancer Care Centers.   Our 
membership was at the last SWOG meeting.  We look forward 
to participating in the disease oriented and scientific 
committees within the SWOG. 
   
  
  
ASCO Participation from Yale 
I am looking forward to seeing many of you at ASCO beginning 
on June 2. Below is a list of participants from Yale Cancer 
Center during oral abstract and poster sessions.  If your 
schedule permits, I hope you will take time to add these to your 
agenda.  If you are not attending, please follow our activities 
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until our CCSG  
grant is due on  
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and media clips from ASCO by subscribing to our Facebook 
page. 
   
Oral Abstract Session: 
Monday, June 4; 8:00 - 11:00 AM 
Location: S404 
Post diagnosis weight gain and the role of exercise in breast 
cancer survivors 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 9007) 
Tara Beth Sanft, Marty Alvarez-Reeves, Melinda Irwin 
   
   
Young Investigator Award Presentation: 
Saturday, June 2; 5:00 PM 
Location: Regency Ballroom 
Vamsidhar Velcheti, a second-year fellow, will be presented 
with a Young Investigator Award by ASCO for his project, 
"Prognostic and Predictive value of Programmed Death-1 
ligands in Non-small Cell Lung Cancer."  Roy Herbst and David 
Rimm are his mentors for the project. 
   
  
Clinical Science Symposiums: 
Saturday, June 2; 8:00 - 9:30 AM 
Location: E Hall D2 
Clinical activity and safety of anti-PD1 (BMS-936558, MDX-
1106) in patients with advanced non-small-cell lung cancer 
(NSCLC) 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 7509) 
Julie R. Brahmer, Leora Horn, Scott Antonia, David R. Spigel, 
Leena Gandhi, Lecia V. Sequist, Jon Wigginton, Dan 
McDonald, Georgia Kollia, Ashok Kumar Gupta, Scott N. 
Gettinger 
   
Saturday, June 2; 1:15 - 2:45 PM 
Location: S 406 
Anti-PD-1 (BMS-936558, MDX-1106) in patients with advanced 
solid tumors: Clinical activity, safety, and a potential biomarker 
for response 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr CRA2509) 
Suzanne Louise Topalian, Julie R. Brahmer, F. Stephen Hodi, 
David F. McDermott, David C. Smith, Scott N. Gettinger, Janis 
M. Taube, Charles G. Drake, Drew M. Pardoll, Scott Antonia, 
David R. Spigel, Michael B. Atkins, Donald P. Lawrence, Dan 
McDonald, Maria Jure-Kunkel, Alan Korman, Georgia Kollia, 
Ashok Kumar Gupta, Jon Wigginton, Mario Sznol 
   
   
Satellite Symposium: 
Sunday, June 3; 5:30 PM 
Location: CC10 
Targeting Histology and Oncogenic Drivers of NSCLC: 
Guidelines and Evidence 
Roy Herbst - Symposium Co-Chair 
   

 

 
Inside 
yalecancercenter.org     
       
CV Library 
The CV library is a new resource 
available to our members, with 
CVs of post-docs and others 
looking for positions at Yale. 
Please browse the listings if you 
have openings, and send the 
CVs you receive to share. 
Learn More >> 
 
Research in Progress  
Video presentations from Yale 
Cancer Center faculty on 
current research projects are 
now available online. 
Learn More >> 
  
In the News  
Read recent articles featuring 
experts from Yale Cancer 
Center. 
Learn More >> 
 
Subscribe to Yale Cancer 
Center Answers on iTunes 
Yale Cancer Center's weekly 
radio program on CT Public 
Radio is ranked number 2 in 
the world for cancer programs 
on iTunes. Subscribe to the 
show.   
Learn More >> 
 
Yale Cancer Center Grand 
Rounds  Video presentations 
from Yale Cancer Center 
members are now available 
online.   
Learn More >> 
 
DirectConnect Archives 
Learn More >> 

 
Events  
  
May 27; 6 PM   
Yale Cancer Center Answers   
WNPR  
Breast Reconstruction Surgery  
Alexander Au, MD 
Learn More >>  
  
May 29; 12 PM 
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Poster Discussion Sessions: 
Saturday, June 2; 12:00 - 1:00 PM 
Location: S 100a 
Prognostic significance of the AJCC staging in patients with 
squamous cell carcinoma of the oropharynx 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 5529) 
Carlos Rodrigo Acevedo-Gadea, Megan Ann Baumgart, 
Zuoheng Wang, Hari Anant Deshpande, Marianne Davies, Roy 
H. Decker, Clarence Sasaki, Benjamin Judson, Roy S. Herbst, 
Daniel Morgensztern 
   
Saturday, June 2; 12:00 - 1:00 PM 
Location: S 100a 
Influence of extracapsular extension on lymph node staging for 
patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 5532) 
Megan Ann Baumgart, Carlos Rodrigo Acevedo-Gadea, 
Zuoheng Wang, Eugenia Buta, Marianne Davies, Hari Anant 
Deshpande, Roy H. Decker, Clarence Sasaki, Benjamin 
Judson, Roy S. Herbst, Daniel Morgensztern 
   
Monday, June 4; 4:45 - 5:45 PM 
Location: N Hall B1 
Short-term complications and use of breast brachytherapy in 
the national Medicare population in 2008-2009 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 1030) 
Carolyn J. Presley, Pamela R. Soulos, Jeph Herrin, Kenneth B 
Roberts, James B. Yu, Brigid K. Killelea, Beth-Ann Lesnikoski, 
Jessica B. Long, Cary P. Gross. 
   
Tuesday, June 5; 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
Location: S 406 
An assessment of the collective efforts of clinical trials to 
provide evidence-based practice guidelines in cancer care 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 6019) 
Shane Lloyd, Daniela L. Buscariollo, Cary P. Gross, Danil V. 
Makarov, James B. Yu 
   
Tuesday, June 5; 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
Location: S406 
Timeliness of care and stage at diagnosis of non-small cell lung 
cancer (NSCLC) with the implementation of a cancer care 
coordination program (CCCP) at a VA medical cente. 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 6033) 
Susan Alsamarai, Herta H. Chao, Xiaopan Yao, Yanhong 
Deng, Michal G. Rose 
   
   
Poster Sessions: S Hall A2 
Saturday, June 2; 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Neoadjuvant weekly nab-paclitaxel (wA), carboplatin (Cb) plus 
bevacizumab (B) with or without dose-dense doxorubicin-
cyclophosphamide (ddAC) plus B in ER+/HER2-negative (HR+) 
and triple-negative (TN) breast cancer (BrCa): A BrUOG study 

Yale Cancer Center Grand 
Rounds 
Smilow Auditorium 
"Isolated Limb Perfusion" and 
"Cancer Survivorship as a 
Psyche's Quest" 
Stephan Ariyan, MD and David 
Sells, PhD 
Learn More >> (PDF)  
  
May 30; 7 AM 
Research in Progress 
Meeting  
SCH 4-101A 
Clinical Quality Assessment: 
Findings from ASCO QOPI 
Ali Raza, MD and Hamid 
Saadati, MD 
Learn More >> (PDF) 
   
May 31; 9 AM 
Therapeutic Radiology Grand 
Rounds 
Smilow, Lower Level, Room E 
Genetics and Radiation 
Ellen Matloff, MS 
Learn More >> 
   
June 3; 6 PM 
Yale Cancer Center Answers 
WNPR  
Breast Imaging 
Liane Philpotts, MD and Regina 
Hooley, MD 
Learn More >>   
  
June 4; 8 AM 
Yale University / CTSA 
Clinical Research 
Management Committee 
Meeting 
Harkness Auditorium 
Learning by Doing: Applying 
Evidence-based Tools to Re-
engineer Clinical Research 
Management 
Patrick Hagan 
Learn More >>  
  
June 5; 8 AM 
Yale University / CTSA 
Clinical Research 
Management Committee 
Meeting 
Harkness Auditorium 
Learning by Doing: Applying 
Evidence-based Tools to Re-
engineer Clinical Research 
Management 
Patrick Hagan 
Learn More >>   
  
CANCELED 
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J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 1045) 
Natalie Faye Sinclair, Maysa M. Abu-Khalaf, Tina Rizack, Kayla 
Rosati, Gina Chung, Robert Duffy Legare, Michael DiGiovanna, 
Mary Anne Fenton, Veerle Bossuyt, Rochelle Strenger, Bachir 
Joseph Sakr, Donald R. Lannin, Jennifer S. Gass, Lyndsay 
Harris, William M. Sikov. 
   
Comparative patient-centered outcomes (health state and 
adverse sexual symptoms) between adjuvant brachytherapy 
versus no adjuvant brachytherapy in early-stage endometrial 
cancer 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 9104) 
Shari Damast, Kaled M. Alektiar, Shari Beth Goldfarb, Naamit 
Kurshan Gerber, Anne Eaton, Sujata Patil, Jeffrey Mosenkis, 
Laura Sit, Lauren J. Rogak, Mario M. Leitao, Jeanne Carter, 
Ethan M. Basch 
   
Accuracy of breast MRI in predicting pathologic tumor size 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 1109) 
Kimberly Anne Caprio, Anees B. Chagpar, Regina Hooley, 
Fattaneh Tavassoli, Helen Honarpishe, Donald R. Lannin, 
Brigid K. Killelea, Nina Ruth Horowitz 
   
Can primary tumor markers of cancer-initiating cells predict 
lymph node positivity in breast cancer patients? 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 1121) 
Anees B. Chagpar, Veronique Neumeister, Donald R. Lannin, 
David Rimm 
   
ERβ mRNA expression in ERα-negative and triple-negative 
breast cancers. 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 574) 
Young Choi, Hadong Kim, Tae-Hoon Kim 
   
Aromatase inhibitors, arthralgias, and exercise in breast cancer 
survivors 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr TPS669) 
Melinda Irwin, Brenda Cartmel, Elizabeth Ercolano, Martha 
Fiellin, Marianna Rothbard, Scott Capozza, Yang Zhou, 
Kathryn Schmitz, Jennifer A. Ligibel, Dawn L. Hershman, 
Tuhina Neogi, Cary P. Gross 
   
   
Poster Sessions: S Hall A2  
Saturday, June 2; 1:15 - 5:15 PM 
The evolution of breast cancer screening in the Medicare 
population: Clinical and economic implications 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 1595) 
Brigid K. Killelea, Jessica B. Long, Xiaomei Ma, Rong Wang, 
Anees B. Chagpar, Joseph Ross, Cary P. Gross 
   
CA184-104: Randomized, multicenter, double-blind, phase III 
trial comparing the efficacy of ipilimumab (Ipi) with 
paclitaxel/carboplatin (PC) versus placebo with PC in patients 
(pts) with stage IV/recurrent non-small cell lung cancer 

June 5; 12 PM 
Cancer Center Grand 
Rounds  
  
June 8; 7 AM 
Yale Cancer Center / CME 
Conference 
New Haven Lawn Club 
Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Pregnancy-Related Cancers in 
Women: Pregnancy, Fertility 
and Beyond 
Anees Chagpar MD 
Learn More >> 

 
Development Update  

  
Earlier this month, at the 
National Association of Cancer 
Center Development Officers 
(NACCDO) annual meeting, YCC 
development staff Peter 
Lamothe and Sue Frankenbach 
presented "Building a Major Gift 
Pipeline Through Unrestricted 
Support." Their presentation 
focused on the Closer to Free 
Fund (CTFF) and how it helps 
the development office identify 
major gift prospects from the 
larger CTFF donor pool. YCC 
major gifts officer Peter Roche 
also attended the conference. 
  
Peter Lamothe, YCC Director of 
Development, was also elected 
to the NACCDO Board of 
Directors, and Co-Chair of its 
Benchmarking Committee.  
  
NACCDO is a cooperative 
venture of academically-based 
comprehensive, clinical, basic, 
and consortium cancer centers 
that are designated by the 
National Cancer Institute (NCI), 
or who have investigators that 
receive NCI grant funds or are 
members of the Association of 
American Cancer Institutes 
(AACI). The network was 
created to share information 
and resources among the 
development programs of the 
cancer centers and to address 
collectively critical development 
issues of common concern. 
  

 
Funding Opportunities  
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(NSCLC) of squamous histology 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr TPS7611) 
Martin Reck, Haolan Lu, Greta Gribkoff, Sabine Maier, Rachel 
McGovern, Jean-Marie Cuillerot, Thomas James Lynch 
   
Trial of exercise in ovarian cancer survivors. 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr TPS1614) 
Melinda Irwin, Linda Gottlieb, Brenda Cartmel, Elizabeth 
Ercolano, Marianna Rothbard, Yang Zhou, Peter E. Schwartz, 
Jennifer A. Ligibel, Vivian E. Von Gruenigen, Harvey Risch 
   
Treatment patterns and comorbidities in a population-based 
cohort of glioblastoma patients diagnosed 1997-2008 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 1591) 
Susan A. Oliveria, Laura Chu, Deborah Casso, Karen Wells, 
Wei Dong, Robert Dubrow, Asha Das, David R Nerenz, 
Marianne Ulcickas Yood 
   
   
Poster Sessions: S Hall A2 
June 3; 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Prognostic factors and treatment-related outcomes in patients 
with uterine serous cancer (USC) 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 5099) 
Maria deLeon, Lingeng Lu, Pei Hui, Alessandro Santin, 
Thomas J. Rutherford, Dan Arin-Silasi, Masoud Azodi, Elena 
Ratner, Peter E. Schwartz 
   
Trends in body mass index (BMI) during and after treatment for 
standard risk (SR) acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL): A 
report from the Children's Oncology Group (COG) 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 9546) 
Susan Joy Lindemulder, Linda C. Stork, Bruce C. Bostrom, 
Xiaomin Lu, Meenakshi Devidas, Joseph Philip Neglia, Nina 
Kadan-Lottick 
   
Proton radiotherapy for prostate cancer in the Medicare 
population: Patterns of care and comparison of early toxicity 
with IMRT 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 4651) 
James B. Yu, Pamela R. Soulos, Laura D. Cramer, Kenneth B 
Roberts, Jeph Herrin, Arnold L. Potosky, Cary P. Gross 
   
   
Poster Sessions: S Hall A2 
June 4; 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
A phase I study of BMS-936558 in combination with 
gemcitabine/cisplatin, pemetrexed/cisplatin, or 
carboplatin/paclitaxel in patients with treatment-naive, stage 
IIIB/IV non-small-cell lung cancer 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr TPS2615) 
Scott N. Gettinger, Naiyer A. Rizvi, Frances A. Shepherd, Laura 
Q. Chow, Scott Andrew Laurie, David R. Spigel, Eric Sbar, Yun 
Shen, Julie R. Brahmer 
   

Department of Defense 
Funding Opportunities 
  
Visionary Postdoctoral 
Fellowship Award  
Eligibility: Principal 
Investigator: M.D./Ph.D. 
graduate with a total of less 
than 4 years of postdoctoral 
research experience  
  
Mentor(s): Independent 
investigator at the level of 
Assistant Professor or 
equivalent at the time of the 
award.  Research must be in 
one or more of the FY12 PRCRP 
Topic Areas  
  
Supports training of 
postdoctoral fellow in the 
laboratory of an early-career 
investigator (mentor) with 
expertise in one or more of the 
FY12 PRCRP Topic Areas  
  
Supports training of 
postdoctoral fellow to include a 
budget option for research 
supplies  
  
Applications must not address 
breast, prostate, lung 
(excluding mesothelioma), or 
ovarian cancer research  
  
Career Development Award  
Eligibility: Principal 
Investigator: Independent 
investigator at the level of 
Assistant Professor or 
equivalent at the time of the 
award 
  
Research with emphasis in 
discovery must be in one or 
more of the FY12 PRCRP Topic 
Areas  
  
Supports investigator in the 
early stages of their career  
  
Applications must not address 
breast, prostate, lung 
(excluding mesothelioma), or 
ovarian cancer research 
Pre-application Due Date: 
June 19, 2012 
Learn More >> 
  
Avon Safety Net Grant 
Opportunities 
The Avon Foundation for 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BRU1naIx2csZMkhf_FLbxZ4QogiO91-yT1QMK0OHdZVppwISmn0xsOgkDzWCuyws4WM33OuyUYnnFfh1Hw_ugMkIaLNdE9oZWZEg1TM-ct_qfiJuGtj1vgqjJgOI4LAU1Td5VxP60KY=


An exploratory study to investigate the immunomodulatory 
activity of BMS-936558 in patients with metastatic clear-cell 
renal cell carcinoma 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr TPS2613) 
Charles G. Drake, Mayer N. Fishman, Brendan D. Curti, Jenny 
J. Kim, Walter Michael Stadler, Douglas G. McNeel, Toni K. 
Choueiri, Bruce Redman, Gary R. Hudes, Maria Jure-Kunkel, 
Dan McDonald, Ashok Kumar Gupta, Ashutosh Kumar Pathak, 
Jon Wigginton, Mario Sznol 
   
   
Poster Sessions: S Hall A2 
June 4; 1:15 - 5:15 PM 
Evaluation of gene expression by RNA-seq after single dose of 
trastuzumab (T) reveals predictors of pathologic complete 
response (pCR) in HER2-positive early breast cancer 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 10558) 
Natalie Galanina, Emmet Sprecher, Veerle Bossuyt, Sudipa 
Sarkar, Ian E. Krop, Eric Winer, David P. Tuck, Can Bruce, 
Lyndsay Harris 
   
The effect of family history on adherence to breast cancer 
screening guidelines 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 1571) 
Lauren Marie Hibler, Anees B. Chagpar 
   
Regional variation in treatment costs and survival for elderly 
patients with myelodysplastic syndromes 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr 6628) 
Xiaomei Ma, Rong Wang, Jessica B. Long, Heather Taffet 
Gold, Stephanie Halene, Cary P. Gross 
   
   
Online Only 
Evaluation of the pattern of SOX2 expression in non-small cell 
lung cancer (NSCLC) and correlation with clinicopathologic 
(CP) features and prognosis 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e21106) 
Vamsidhar Velcheti, Huan Cheng, Xiaopan Yao, Yanhong 
Deng, Scott N. Gettinger, David Rimm 
   
Single institution experience with FOLFIRINOX in advanced 
pancreatic cancer (PC) 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e14534) 
Krishna Soujanya Gunturu, Jaykumar Ranchodbhai Thumar, 
Howard S. Hochster, Stacey Stein, Xiaopan Yao, Xiangyu 
Cong, Jill Lacy 
   
Demographics of uterine serous cancer (USC) patients: A 
single institutional experience 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e15581) 
Maria de Leon, Lingeng Lu, Pei Hui, Alessandro Santin, 
Thomas J. Rutherford, Dan Arin-Silasi, Masoud Azodi, Elena 
Ratner, Peter E. Schwartz 
   

Women "Safety Net" program 
supports public, community, 
and safety net hospitals and 
health care systems that 
provide breast care to low-
income, at-risk, uninsured and 
underinsured individuals. The 
goal of this initiative is to 
support programs that improve 
access to quality breast 
diagnostics and access to 
treatment for the medically 
underserved. A demonstrated 
commitment to providing health 
care to underserved populations 
will be considered in the review 
process. 
Letter of Intent Due: June 
22, 2012 
Learn More >>   
  

 
Employment 
Opportunities  
  
Yale Cancer Center has several 
positions open.  
  
Please share these opportunities 
with colleagues who may be 
interested in joining our team.   
  
Genetic Counselor 2  
Req# 16457  
  
Coordinator 4: Project Manager  
Req# 16563  
  
CRN 2: Clinical Research Nurse  
Req# 16345  
  
CRN 3: Clinical Research Nurse 
Manager  
Req# 14923  
  
Senior Administrative Assistant  
Req# 16771  
  
Learn More >> 

 
Submissions 

Please submit your recent 
publication and grant 
announcements to: 

 
Renee Gaudette 
Director, Public Affairs and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BRU1naIx2cvwuSyCtWmsmYfrKV1oMSVrt579teOllB2D9i4BPuOmWJhyyGMc38FWdAOx5GF9vMA7OeB6CnnYw2KqiDEX_Z1uUXoQMlWYKxbzH5xBE7Cqyu-xLwzbmSR8QGYl4xdAiNhzKH-5OBZYyeI7t4v3-ANoUb4dMkdgv-Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BRU1naIx2cu2InSs6eOs3BYOz_mh7OcUStNASVmchOdmqu3OiNYzpm-BF9WAqfh1kKv5Zaq_FOvL66qLalowo3NDb0KfzzJ0Z-mK_7w_HB8b9x0IitK-TKFSYMRzmYq_qtu-X9CNqe7Hv2PeUOajzDrUtVNyMwk43un09_eRALCxTOMX8oNPaA==


Anti-estrogenic effect of TAS-108 in breast cancer cell lines 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e11029) 
Hadong Kim, Young Choi, Tae-Hoon Kim 
   
Weekly ixabepilone with or without concurrent bevacizumab in 
the treatment of recurrent endometrial cancer 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e15526) 
Dana Marie Roque, Elena Ratner, Dan-Arin Silasi, Masoud 
Azodi, Peter E. Schwartz, Thomas J. Rutherford, Alessandro 
Santin 
   
The relations between age and androgen deprivation therapy 
use among men receiving radiation therapy for prostate cancer 
in the Medicare population 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e15150) 
Jennifer L. Quon, James B. Yu, Pamela R. Soulos, Cary P. 
Gross 
   
In vitro chemosensitivity assay for patients with gynecologic 
sarcoma 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e13078) 
Alessandro Santin, Joyce Varughese, John K. Chan, Candace 
McClure, Jayanthi Lea 
   
Predictors of early discontinuation of chemotherapy (EDC) in 
patients (pts) age 65 or older with stage IV non-small cell lung 
cancer (NSCLC) 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e18133) 
Ajeet Gajra, William P. Tew, Molly Hardt, Supriya Gupta 
Mohile, Cynthia Owusu, Heidi D. Klepin, Cary P. Gross, Stuart 
M. Lichtman, Vani Katheria, Arti Hurria, on behalf of the Cancer 
and Aging Research Group (CARG) 
   
Targeting the upregulation of the AKT pathway and 
homologous recombination repair as a therapeutic strategy for 
epithelial ovarian cancer 
J Clin Oncol 30, 2012 (suppl; abstr e13125) 
Elena Ratner, Z-Ping Lin, Thomas J. Rutherford, Masoud 
Azodi, Alessandro Santin, Peter E. Schwartz, Alan Sartorelli 
  
  

 
Notables 
  
Roy Herbst has been named Vice-Chair of the American 
Association for Cancer Research's Science Policy and 
Legislative Affairs Committee (SPLAC).  The committee 
serves as AACR's principal means for devising and 
implementing strategies to influence important biomedical 
research-related public policy issues. Dr. Herbst has been an 
active member of the committee for the last several years and 
will continue to serve as the Chairman of the AACR Task Force 
on Tobacco and Cancer. 
  

Marketing 

renee.gaudette@yale.edu  
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Four physicians from the Smilow Cancer Hospital Cancer Care 
Centers were named to Connecticut Magazine's 2012 Top 
Doc's list.  Congratulations to Samuel Bobrow, Victor Chang, 
Martin Katz, and Kert Sabbath. 
  
Suzanne Evans was an invited lecturer at the New England 
Society for Radiation Oncologists in April and presented 
"After the Error: Ethical Issues in Medical Error Disclosure."  Dr. 
Evans is also scheduled to present at the New England 
Chapter of the American Association of Physicists in June. 
  
Jason Wilken, a trainee in Yale's Komen-funded 'Racial 
Disparities in Breast Cancer' Post-graduate Training Program, 
has been appointed as one of only 83 new Epidemic 
Intelligence Service (EIS) Officers with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) effective July 2012.  
Nita Maihle in the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology & 
Reproductive Sciences, mentors Dr. Wilken. 
  
  

 
In the News 
  
Stopping cell migration may help block fibrosis and the 
spread of cancer 
Discoveries by a Yale-led team of scientists could lead the way 
for development of new therapies for treating fibrosis and tumor 
metastasis. Led by Dan Wu, a member of the Yale Cancer 
Center Signal Transduction Research Program, the 
researchers have both uncovered a signaling pathway that 
promotes cell migration in certain forms of pulmonary fibrosis, a 
deadly lung disease, and developed a drug treatment that may 
block the cancer cell migration.  
Learn More >> 
   
  
Digital Breast Tomosynthesis Cuts Recall Rates by 40 
Percent 
Learn More >>   
  
  
Six Month Follow-Up of Patients with Benign MRI-Guided 
Breast Biopsies May Not Be Necessary 
Learn More >>   
   
  
Preoperative MRI Valuable in Detecting Additional 
Malignancies in Women with Dense and Not Dense Breasts 
Learn More >> 
  
  
Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer: Which Patients are 
at High Risk? 
Learn More >> 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BRU1naIx2ctvBTN6bJMmZMxzvAtW3ydtXdq_0gSWk5Wuh5c8mmoevPkudYMH0H0xYKE3qfb8ob_aJiSmfaZTBxl3cHAaD0XvDE-kzdPP8ehTN3_cbYDFHb9sOrYFy5sdIMdJKabG9p0AdwRBwhqzMIxKQpVrHyqqdhZlR0VCincUyBeltVR1tQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BRU1naIx2csV6Dz25GGU0FZ5vjaMz18uIxvnJBSoZeefeOdIHYQgceF3cX3tn7Zwxfxxk2s8ZyH_Mda1k0d-Gkf87I7Rkrd8DCCUcHIBxcc3aTsmXSDR_oD3apEORNmMWZXNCDNlmeWWr3qECudJE95DEPQUnh4toXjkELbT2tbzyzNYZGqiAQd8jZM589uxw194oVm0iihY6Nw812M_Oo9SY4H6Xxs-6qGnmA7zRz5JasZccX_JJOB5-MjTw6B9OQVP3G5f2xslO-RKG1felA==


  
  
IOM workshop: Reducing Tobacco-Related Cancer 
Incidence and Mortality 
The National Cancer Policy Forum will convene a public 
workshop on June 11-12 in Washington, DC.  Chaired by Dr. 
Roy Herbst, the workshop will feature a series of presentation 
and panel discussions exploring ways to reduce tobacco-
related cancer incidence and mortality.  Dr. Benjamin Toll, 
director of the smoking cessation program at Smilow Cancer 
Hospital will also present. 
Learn More >> 
  
  

 
Capitol Hill Day 
  

 
  
Dr. Anne Chiang, Chad Ellis, Kevin Vest, and Dr. Roy Herbst 
visit with Representative Rosa DeLauro during AACR's Capitol 
Hill Day last week to raise awareness of ongoing cancer 
research efforts at Yale Cancer Center. 
  

 
Employee Profile: Donna Izzo 
 
The Employee Profile recognizes the diverse contributions 
made by Yale Cancer Center and Smilow Cancer Hospital staff 
have to meet our patient care, research, education, and 
outreach goals. The staff profiled are examples of the great 
work being done here, and the dedication and values we 
possess. To suggest someone to be profiled, please contact 
Emily Fenton.   
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As a Business Service Associate in 
the Breast Center at Smilow 
Cancer Hospital at Yale-New 
Haven, Donna Izzo is one of the 
first people patients meet when 
they come in for their 
appointments. She is responsible 
for patient arrival and ensuring that 
the patient is in the right location 
for their appointment and the 
registration process is complete. 
She monitors patient flow in the 
waiting area and assesses 
caregiver concerns. She utilizes 
service recovery tools, such as 
coupons to the Boutique, when 
patients are delayed, and keeps 
caregivers apprised of the patient 
journey. She also interacts with 
nurses, the breast imaging technologists, and the 
administrative assistants to make sure everyone is on the same 
page and communicating so that patients are seen in a 
reasonable amount of time. 
  
"I am aware of the patients that are there, what they are coming 
in for, and how long they have been waiting. I make it a point to 
give them a friendly smile, and let them know if their 
appointment is going to be delayed. Even if they are just 
coming in for an imaging test, it can be nerve wracking, and I 
do everything I can to make them comfortable," said Donna.  
  
Donna describes herself as a natural born caregiver, and has 
spent most of her career in the medical field. Her interest and 
passion in care giving prompted her to become a CNA 
(Certified Nursing Assistant). She has been in her current 
position at Smilow for 2 years. Part of her job is helping to 
answer patient questions and guide them towards the 
wonderful programs available at Smilow, such as the 'Look 
Good...Feel Better' Program, which she highly recommends to 
patients.  
  
Shirley Pinette, Donna's manager, commented, "Donna is a 
true professional who genuinely cares about our patients and 
her fellow co-workers as exhibited by her warmth and 
friendliness toward all.  They say that laughter is the best 
medicine and Donna's great sense of humor is medicine that is 
truly appreciated by staff and patients. Donna is a very 
dedicated and flexible employee, one who is always willing to 
help out when and wherever needed.  We are truly fortunate to 
have Donna on our team." 
  

 
Recent Publications 



  
How Radiation Oncologists Would Disclose Errors: 
Results of a Survey of Radiation Oncologists and 
Trainees. Evans SB, Yu JB, Chagpar A. 
Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys. 2012 May 4. 
Read More >>  
 
Ultrasensitive measurement of hotspot mutations in tumor 
DNA in blood using error-suppressed multiplexed deep 
sequencing. Narayan A, Carriero NJ, Gettinger SN, Kluytenaar 
J, Kozak KR, Yock TI, Muscato NE, Ugarelli P, Decker 
RH, Patel AA. 
Cancer Res. 2012 May 10. 
Read More >>  
 
Occupational solvent exposure, genetic variation in 
immune genes, and the risk for non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma. Deng Q, Zheng T, Lan Q, Lan Y, Holford T, Chen 
Y, Dai M, Leaderer B, Boyle P, Chanock SJ, Rothman N, 
Zhang Y. 
Eur J Cancer Prev. 2012 May 18. 
Read More >>  
 
Quantitative in situ measurement of estrogen receptor 
mRNA predicts response to tamoxifen. Bordeaux JM, Cheng 
H, Welsh AW, Haffty BG, Lannin DR, Wu X, Su N, Ma XJ, Luo 
Y, Rimm DL. 
PLoS One. 2012;7(5):e36559. Epub 2012 May 11. 
Read More >>  
 
Management of Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer in 
Immunocompromised Solid Organ Transplant 
Recipients. Bangash HK, Colegio OR. 
Curr Treat Options Oncol. 2012 May 17. 
Read More >>  
 
In regard to "Indications for Pelvic Nodal Treatment in 
Prostate Cancer Should Change. Validation of the Roach 
Formula in a Large Extended Nodal Dissection Series."  Yu 
JB. 
Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys. 2012 Jun 1;83(2):481. 
Read More >>  
 
From bedding to bedside: Genetically engineered mouse 
models of cancer inform concurrent clinical trials. Damsky 
WE, Bosenberg M. 
Pigment Cell Melanoma Res. 2012 May 12. 
Read More >>  
 
Evidence of a stabilizing mutation of β-catenin encoded by 
CTNNB1 exon 3 in a large series of sporadic parathyroid 
adenomas. Starker LF, Fonseca A, Akerström G, Björklund P, 
Westin G, Carling T. 
Endocrine. 2012 May 11. 
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Read More >>  
 
A colon cancer-associated DNA Polymerase beta variant 
induces genomic instability and cellular 
transformation. Nemec AA, Donigan KA, Murphy DL, Jaeger 
J, Sweasy JB. 
J Biol Chem. 2012 May 9. 
Read More >>  
 
Mutations in the GM1 Binding Site of SV40 VP1 Alter 
Receptor Usage and Cell Tropism. Magaldi TG, Buch MH, 
Murata H, Erickson KD, Neu U, Garcea RL, Peden K, Stehle 
T, Dimaio D. 
J Virol. 2012 Apr 18  
Read More >>    
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