
 
September 9, 2022

From Eric's Desk

Sadly, the summer months have come to an abrupt end. No doubt there will
be warm days ahead, but the quiet streets are bustling with students, there is
a noticeable chill in the air, and the ease of July and August have faded. In
truth, the relaxation of the summer months was not something I was used to
at Dana-Farber, but YCC and Smilow are far more integrated into the overall
fabric of the university and a university town. And I, for one, have come to
relish and appreciate that integration.

We have our work ahead of us. As we build and expand our clinical and
research programs, there is a seemingly endless list of “to dos.” Program
building requires dedication, creativity, and recruitment. Our goal is to
develop destination clinical programs, the very best clinical trials that will
transform care, while simultaneously growing our research enterprise. In just
a few short months, the clinical trials infrastructure has started down a road to
recovery and we are once again enrolling significantly greater numbers of
patients on trials. It is incredible what has been accomplished with attention
to detail, collaboration, a positive outlook, and….RESOURCES. I predict that
the Clinical Trials Office will thrive in new and remarkable ways in the months
ahead.

We are also set to tackle our Cancer Center Support Grant (CCSG) renewal
over the next year. The CCSG or Core Grant will require a significant
investment of time and “collaboration capital.” I have little doubt we will be
successful, and the grant is already taking shape.

In the months ahead, we will be talking more and more about the need for full
integration across all Smilow sites. This integration will involve clinical
programs and will also have a significant impact on our ability to enroll
patients on clinical trials throughout the system. Over the next two years we
will institute a model of sub-subspeciality care (e.g., GI oncologists taking
care of GI patients) across the system. This approach will not only ensure the
highest quality clinical care, but it will also maximize our ability to enroll
patients on trials.

In conjunction with our resubmission of the CCSG, we are also going to take
major steps to address cancer care disparities throughout our catchment
area—the State of Connecticut. This effort will be complex and for many, all
consuming, but it is time for Yale to address the huge disparities in cancer
outcomes that exist in our own state. We will be discussing this initiative more
in the months ahead.

Eric P. Winer, MD
Director, Yale Cancer Center
Physician-in-Chief, Smilow Cancer Network
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Finally, the end of the summer also coincides with the Closer to Free Ride
this weekend. I will be out of town and cannot join you all to ride in person,
but I signed up and completed a 40 mile route with my oldest son 2 weeks
ago. Although we did not have the other riders next to us, we sported the
Closer to Free bike jerseys and rode in honor of our patients, their families,
and the critical research that the ride supports. I will be thinking of all of you
riding, volunteering, and cheering this weekend.

So, the summer has come to an end, but the excitement at YCC/Smilow is
just beginning. In November, I will provide a “State of the Cancer Center”
update with more details. In the meantime, please know that I am so happy
to be at Yale, working with all of you, and setting—with you—our sights high
on the progress that we will make together. 

Announcements

Layla Van Doren, MD, MBA, Joins
Sickle Cell Program
Layla Van Doren, MD, MBA, has been
named an Assistant Professor of Medicine
(Hematology) and will care for patients
with sickle cell disease and patients with
bleeding and clotting disorders at Smilow
Cancer Hospital beginning in October. Dr.
Van Doren received her medical degree
from the George Washington University
School of Medicine and Health Sciences
and completed her residency at the University of Southern California. She
went on to complete a hematology & oncology fellowship at Tufts Medical
Center where she served as chief fellow. She also received an MBA in
Healthcare Administration from Loma Linda University.

Prior to joining Yale, Dr. Van Doren was an Assistant Professor of Medicine
in the Division of Hematology & Oncology at the Herbert Irving Cancer
Center. Her clinical practice focused on the diagnosis and management of
bleeding and clotting disorders, with a special emphasis in women’s health.
She is also an expert in difficult-to-manage blood disorders. As a research
fellow in the lab of Lidija Covic, PhD, Dr. Van Doren established a
mechanistic framework and validated the pathophysiologic and therapeutic
relevance of the lipid receptor GPR31 during PAR4-depedant platelet
activation.

Center for Breast Cancer Welcomes
Haripriya Ayyala, MD
Haripriya Ayyala, MD, has been named an
Assistant Professor of Surgery (Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery) and cares for
patients as part of the Center for Breast

Cancer at Smilow Cancer Hospital and
Yale Cancer Center. Dr. Ayyala graduated
Alpha Omega Alpha from George
Washington University School of Medicine
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Washington University School of Medicine
and Health Sciences and completed her
residency in plastic surgery at Rutgers
New Jersey Medical School. She
completed a fellowship in reconstructive
microsurgery at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center.
 
Dr. Ayyala’s clinical interests include post-
oncologic reconstruction focusing on
microsurgical techniques. Her research
interests include the evaluation of outcomes after complex reconstruction,
innovation in microsurgery, and operative efficiency. She is a proponent of
longitudinal mentorship, is committed to surgical education, and serves on
multiple national committees. 

Smilow Shares with Primary Care
Please join us for a lecture series the first Tuesday of each month at 5pm
focused on primary care perspectives on cancer and hematology. Each
presentation includes a panel of primary care and Smilow Cancer Hospital
physicians, and presents updated recommendations and approaches to
patient care related to oncology and hematology using dynamic case-based
discussions. Kevin Billingsley, MD, MBA, Anne Chiang, MD, Karen Brown,
MD, and Ryan O’Connell, MD are course directors for the series.
Learn more

Smilow Supportive Care Access Program 
Patients at Smilow Cancer Hospital and the Smilow Cancer Hospital Care
Centers have access to a breadth of Supportive Care resources to assist
them throughout their cancer journeys. However, until recently, access to
these programs may have been challenging for many patients and their
providers. The Smilow Supportive Care Access Program aims to improve
access to comprehensive supportive care services for all Smilow patients.
Trained non-clinical Referral Coordinators are available on-site at Smilow’s
Patient and Family Resource Center to best assist patients and family
members in education and advocacy for referrals to our wide variety of
supportive care programs (for example Integrative Medicine, Palliative Care,
Spiritual Care, Nutrition, and many others.)

Patients, their families, and medical providers may also access the
Supportive Care Navigation Team Referral Coordinators via our
online website, by emailing SmilowSupportiveCare@ynhh.org, stopping
into the Resource Center, or by calling 203-200-4636 (INFO). We are grateful
to the Milbank Foundation for their generous support in building this program.

Notables

The Breast Cancer Research Foundation (BCRF) Scientific Advisory Board
and Board of Directors recently announced BCRF’s 2022 research

grants. Six grants at Yale Cancer Center and Smilow Cancer Hospital were
awarded to Mehra Golshan, MD, MBA; Melinda Irwin, PhD, MPH; Ian
Krop, MD, PhD; Lajos Pusztai, MD ; David Rimm, MD, PhD; and Eric
Winer, MD.
Learn more
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Learn more

Mariya Rozenblit, MD, Assistant Professor of Medicine (Medical Oncology)
is the recipient of the 2022 SITC-Natera ctDNA in Immunotherapy
Response Monitoring Fellowship and Technology Award from the
Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer. Dr. Rozenblit will use the funding to
support her research project on “The tumor microenvironment of triple
negative breast cancers with detectable circulating tumor DNA after
pembrolizumab treatment.”

Rachel Greenup, MD, MPH, Chief of Breast Surgery, has received an R01
from the National Cancer Institute, along with Shoshana Rosenberg, ScD,
MPH, at Weill Cornell Medicine, to support their project, "Effectiveness and
implementation of a decision support tool to improve surgical decision
making in young women with breast cancer.” Their multi-site study will
promote shared decision-making and reduce decisional conflict in young
women with breast cancer.

Yale Cancer Center faculty are heading to Paris to present research at the
European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO)  this weekend, including
advances in breast, lung, kidney, and head and neck cancers. Please review
the full list of Yale participation and support your colleagues at this year’s
annual Congress. 

Last month, our Hematology Program was well represented at the
Thrombosis and Hemostasis Society of North America (THSNA) Annual
Meeting in Chicago with four oral presentations led by Alfred Lee, MD, PhD,
Alexander Pine, MD, and Robert Bona, MD, and several poster presentations
from the team. Please review the full list of the team’s participation at the
THSNA meeting.

James Clune, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery (Plastics), has been
appointed to the VA National Plastic Surgery Advisory Board.

Murat Gunel, MD, Nixdorff-German Professor of Neurosurgery and
Professor of Genetics and of Neuroscience; Chair and Chief of
Neurosurgery, recently received the prestigious Ralph G. Dacey Medal for
Outstanding Cerebrovascular Research at the recent Joint
Cerebrovascular Section meeting of the American Association of
Neurological Surgeons and the Congress of Neurological Surgeons . Dr.
Gunel was recognized for his outstanding academic career and significant
contributions to the scientific understanding of cerebrovascular diseases,
specifically in uncovering the molecular genomics of intracranial aneurysms
and cavernomas.

The National Accreditation Program for Rectal Cancer (NAPRC) has
named Dhanpat Jain, MD, Professor of Pathology and of Medicine
(Digestive Diseases), to represent the College of American Pathologists on
the NAPRC’s Quality Assurance Committee. Dr. Jain, a nationally and
internationally recognized GI pathologist, will represent pathologists to help
the committee provide the structure and modeling required to organize and
manage a rectal cancer center to ensure multidisciplinary, integrated, and
comprehensive services.

Hamita Sachar, MD , Assistant Professor of Medicine (Digestive Diseases),
has been recognized as a rising leader nationally by the American Society
for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, which recently selected her for its GI
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for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, which recently selected her for its GI
Organization Leadership Development (GOLD) Program.

The American College of Surgeons Foundation  has awarded Elizabeth
Berger, MD, MS, Assistant Professor of Surgery (Surgical Oncology), a
Health Policy Scholarship and Holly Blackburn, MD, a Resident Research
Scholarship.

Kathleen Suozzi, MD, Associate Professor of Dermatology, has received a
Rising Star Award from the Association of Academic Cosmetic
Dermatologists. The award recognizes early and mid-career faculty who
consistently demonstrate commitment to advancing academic cosmetic
dermatology, teaching cosmetic dermatology to trainees, and providing
exceptional patient care. 

Xiaolei Su, PhD, Assistant Professor of Cell Biology, received an award from
the Gabrielle's Angel Foundation for Cancer Research. This award
supports a three-year project on designing new chimeric antigen receptors
with improved anti-tumor efficacy. Dr. Su's group focuses on understanding
immune receptor signaling and leveraging that knowledge to develop novel
strategies for cancer immunotherapy.

Elizabeth Prsic, MD, has been selected to participate in the Emerging
Leaders Program at Yale, a joint initiative between Yale School of Medicine
and Yale New Haven Health. The two-year program provides intensive
business and management training to physicians enrolled in the program. 

Congratulations to the 2022 Lung SPORE Developmental Research
Awardees:

Implementation of deep learning derived imaging-based biomarkers for
Non-Small Lung Cancer, Sanjay Aneja, MD, Assistant Professor of
Therapeutic Radiology
Characterization of limited-stage small cell lung cancer: potential
prognostic and therapeutic implications, Guoping Cai, MD, MS,
Professor of Pathology
Investigating the role of lncRNAs in modulating immune responses in
lung adenocarcinoma, Nadya Dimitrova, PhD, Assistant Professor of
Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology
Understanding and targeting altered RNA splicing in treatment-
resistant lung tumors, Luisa Escobar-Hoyos, MSc, PhD , Assistant
Professor of Therapeutic Radiology
Development of liquid biopsy for the diagnosis of radiation necrosis in
lung cancer patients through single-cell analysis of brain lesions,
Stephanie Robert, MD, PhD, Resident, Veronica Chiang, MD,
Professor of Neurosurgery, and Benjamin Lu, MD, Fellow 

  
And to the 2022 Career Enhancement Awardees:

Arnaud Augert, MD, Assistant Professor of Pathology: Understanding
and targeting PBRM1 mutant small cell lung cancers (Mentors:
Katerina Politi, PhD, Anne Chiang, MD, PhD)
Thomas Hayman, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of Therapeutic

Radiology: PLK4 Inhibition as a Strategy to Enhance the Non-Small
Cell Lung Cancer Radiation Response (Mentors: Joseph Contessa,
MD, PhD, Megan King, PhD)
Bluma Lesch, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of Genetics: Heritable
epigenetic sensitization to KRAS-induced lung cancer (Mentors:
Katerina Politi, PhD, Andrew Xiao, PhD)
Gavitt Woodard, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery: Subtypes of
CD8+ T-cells in lymph nodes and blood outside the primary tumor in
NSCLC patients (Mentors: Lieping Chen, MD, PhD) 

Read More

Childhood Cancer Awareness Q&A with

Niketa C. Shah, MD

Read More
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The Cancer Signaling Networks
Research Program welcomes
Xuchen Zhang, MD, PhD ,
Associate Professor of Pathology.
Dr. Zhang has a broad background
and knowledge in pathology, with
specific training and expertise in
human and mouse pathologic
changes of liver/gastrointestinal and
pulmonary neoplastic and non-
neoplastic diseases. Dr. Zhang’s
research includes molecular
pathogenesis of risk factors and
morpho-molecular classification of
colorectal and liver cancers, drug-
induced GI and liver injury, alcoholic
and non-alcoholic fatty liver
diseases, and lung aging. 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Religious Holy Days
Please note some of the major religious holidays and holy days for the Fall
2022 semester and to provide you with information from the Office of
Institutional Equity and Accessibility (OIEA) offering further guidelines
regarding religious accommodations.  

Please note that the list below is not an all-encompassing list for every
religious tradition. More detailed information about many religious holy days
can be found on the Chaplain’s Office website.

Fall Semester:
Rosh Hashanah (Jewish) sunset September 25th to nightfall
September 27th (work restrictions) 
Yom Kippur (Jewish) sunset October 4th to nightfall October 5th
(fasting from food and liquids / work restrictions) 
Sukkot (Jewish) sunset October 9th to nightfall October 16th (some
work restrictions) 
Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah (Jewish) sunset October 16th to
nightfall October 18th (work restrictions)

Joint SPORE Developmental Research Program (DRP) Award – Cancer
Disparities
The Yale Cancer Center Translational Research Office in collaboration with
the Yale SPORE in Lung Cancer and the Yale Head and Neck SPORE has

launched a new DRP award to provide up to $50,000 in support for a
translational pilot project focused on disparities-related cancer research in the
field of head and neck and/or lung cancer. Studies with a strong translational
or clinical component that have the potential to evolve into, or be incorporated
into, a full SPORE project and projects with multi-disciplinary collaborations
and/or community-based participatory research studies are encouraged.

We encourage you to submit your letter of intent (LOI) to Anna Arnal. LOIs
will be reviewed and eligible applicants will be invited to submit a full
application online at: https://yale.infoready4.com/

September is Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month. Dr. Prasanna Ananth, Assistant
Professor of Pediatrics (Hematology
/Oncology) shares that while childhood
cancer research is greatly underfunded, she
never stops working for better treatments
and supportive care for children with cancer.
“I derive the greatest inspiration in partnering
directly with patients and families in our
research. I appreciate hearing about their
cancer care experiences and thinking
innovatively about how to improve the
experience, particularly for children with
advanced, incurable cancer.”

Read More

Dr. Daniel Petrylak was a recent guest on
the OncLive On Air podcast, to discuss the
management of prostate and bladder cancer,
as well as challenges with genetic testing.
Dr. Petrylak also shared an update on
results regarding the combination of
abiraterone acetate (Zytiga) and olaparib
(Lynparza) in prostate cancer.

Read More
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application online at: https://yale.infoready4.com/
Read more: YSILC and YHN-SPORE

Evolution Boston
Please join Laura Baum, MD, at the upcoming Evolution Conference, a free
accredited program being held on September 24-25 in Boston at the Westin
Waterfront Hotel.
 
Evolution is a conference for women by women designed to change
paradigms for female oncologists and providers treating cancer. The program
is presented from a female perspective and addresses issues that are unique
to women in medicine. The agenda is designed to incorporate sessions that
not only elevate clinical skills but professional expertise in the field of
oncology. Join in person in Boston to earn 8.25 CME/CE credits or tune in
from the comfort of home. Registration is open and free to all healthcare
providers. 
Register

Rooted in History: Abortion, Law and American Health Care in Context
On Tuesday, September 20, at 5 pm, Yale School of Medicine will host the
sixth panel discussion in the series delving into the implications of the recent
U.S. Supreme Court decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization. These discussions are part of YSM’s commitment to lead
through collaboration and education. Rooted in History: Abortion, Law and
American Health Care in Context, will bring a historical perspective to the
recent Dobbs ruling and contextualize it in the broader histories of
abortion and reproductive rights.
When you register here, you will be sent a webinar link

Employee Profile: Kelli-Ann Mancini, RN

Kelli-Ann Mancini, RN, has been
an oncology nurse within the
clinical trials team for 14 years,
spending the last nine years as a
Nursing Professional
Development Specialist (NPDS).
In this role, she has excelled as a
mentor, providing guidance to
new specialists and new nurses
working on NP12, NP8 Medical
Oncology infusion, the Phase I
Clinic, and the Extended Care

Clinic (ECC). 

In addition to the onboarding of
new staff, Kelli-Ann has
participated in and led many
system-level and Smilow-specific
initiatives and practice changes,
including the
annual chemotherapy
recertification, the development
and opening of the Extended Care
Clinic, and the implementation of

Today we recognize the incredible
contributions of our #SmilowStars, Sandra
Cassell-Corbin, APRN, Annie Jha, PA, and
Mark Tabaka, PA, as well as the other APP
and Oncology Fellow providers, who provide
excellent care to our patients daily in the
Smilow Extended Care Clinic. The Oncology
Extended Care Clinic (ECC) has been open
since April 2017. It has the capacity for six
patients and the unit is dedicated to serving
our patients in need of urgent care and to
avoid the ED.

Sandy, Annie, Mark, and others provide APP
staffing for the clinic, in collaboration with a
team of nurses and ACAs, and physician
rotation from the Hospitalist service. Sandy,
Annie, and Mark bring extensive
oncology/urgent care expertise to their roles
in the ECC, which benefits the diverse
patient population they care for. The ECC
has been a wonderful service for our patients
which has been evidenced by Press Ganey
satisfaction scores and that at least 65% of
patients seen in the ECC are discharged to
home.

Read More

September is Prostate Cancer Awareness
Month, and Michael Leapman, MD,
Associate Professor of Urology and Clinical

Program Leader, Prostate & Urologic
Cancers Program at Smilow Cancer Hospital
and Yale Cancer Center, shares how in the
last decade treatment for prostate cancer
has evolved.

In this article and video from WTNH News8,
Dr. Leapman says, “Over the past decade,
we’ve learned a lot about both the biology of
the disease, what makes prostate cancer
tick, and how to treat it better.” 
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Clinic, and the implementation of
outpatient high-dose methotrexate
administration.

“Kelli-Ann is an outstanding
educator who is passionate about
oncology nursing,” says Christina
M. Matousek, MSN, RN, OCN, Nursing Professional Development Specialist
for NP1 Women’s Services, Radiation Oncology, NP4 and NP8 Multispecialty
Clinics. “Not only is Kelli-Ann an invaluable member of our team, she is also
an essential piece of the Smilow family. I am forever grateful for all she has
done to guide me into the educator I am today and wish her nothing but the
best.”
 
Kelli-Ann will be greatly missed by her colleagues, as today is her last day
with Smilow. Please wish her well as she will be moving over to Yale New
Haven Hospital for an opportunity within the Center for Professional Practice
Excellence (CPPE), helping to onboard new hires. Congratulations, Kelli-
Ann!
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Cancer Network, was all smiles supporting
the Closer To Free Ride remotely while on
vacation last week, along with his son
Jeffrey. #CTFRide
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On National Dog Day, we would like you to
meet Gunny! Gunny is a Golden Retriever
who has been visiting our patients at Smilow
Cancer Hospital over the last four years as a
therapy dog. Gunny and his handler (mom)
Valerie are a certified team through Pet
Partners. They stop by the rooms of
interested patients to help ease anxiety,
relieve stress and depression, and maybe get
a few pats and scratches as well. Pet therapy
visits are a great way to bring joy and help
our patients and families through their day.

Gunny is currently on the mend from a
shoulder injury, but you can follow his
adventures with his brothers, Jarvis,
Memphis, and Max on their Instagram
account: @gunnydog_drman_anddafloofs. 
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Meet Courtney Gibson, MD, MS, an
endocrine surgeon at Smilow Cancer
Hospital. Dr. Gibson cares for patients with
cancerous and benign conditions affecting
the thyroid, parathyroid, and adrenal glands.
Recently, a patient of Dr. Gibson shared, “Dr.
Courtney Gibson and her entire staff, plus
Nurse Hawthorne, were excellent in every
way! I feel so very lucky to have Dr. Gibson
as my doctor. She explained everything to
me. I had a lot of questions, not just about
surgery, but about thyroid function,
medication afterwards, the surgery itself. She
was the perfect mix of intelligent, confident
and compassionate. I wish everyone could
have a surgeon this skilled.”

Read More
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Yale Cancer Center’s Cancer Signaling
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R01 grant from the National Cancer Institute
to study, “Uncovering the Mechanisms of
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Ovarian Cancer.” Smita Krishnaswamy, PhD,
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https://doi.org/10.1172/jci.insight.156330
https://doi.org/10.1158/1541-7786.mcr-21-1039
https://doi.org/10.1148/rg.220018
https://doi.org/10.1126/sciimmunol.abl3995
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.biochem.2c00340
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11912-022-01305-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11764-022-01239-3
https://doi.org/10.1093/jnci/djac095
https://www.facebook.com/SmilowCancerHospital/photos/a.180381015340527/5668425193202721/
https://www.facebook.com/SmilowCancerHospital/photos/a.180381015340527/5664075856970988/


Therapies: A Single-Center Retrospective Analysis
CardioVascular and Interventional Radiology, Online ahead of print.
Read More

Mittendorf EA, Kantor O, Weiss A, Richardson E, Garrido-Castro A, Portnow
LH, Krop IE, Lin NU, Winer EP, Tolaney SM, King TA.
Nodal Positivity in Early-Stage Triple-Negative Breast Cancer:
Implications for Preoperative Immunotherapy
Annals of Surgical Oncology.
Read More

Evans SB, Blitzblau RC, Chapman CH, Lipscomb CC, Deville C, Ford E,
Gibbs IC, Howell K, Peters GW, Ponce SB, Seldon C, Bagdady KS, Tarbell
N, Terezakis S, Vyfhius MAL, Wright J, Zietman A, Jagsi R.
Restricted Access to Abortion, the Dobbs Ruling, and Radiation
Oncology: Standing United Against Reproductive Injustice
International Journal of Radiation Oncology – Biology – Physics, Online
ahead of print.
Read More

Ren J, Qu R, Rahman NT, Lewis JM, King ALO, Liao X, Mirza FN, Carlson
KR, Huang Y, Gigante S, Evans B, Rajendran BK, Xu S, Wang G, Foss FM,
Damsky W, Kluger Y, Krishnaswamy S, Girardi M.
Integrated Transcriptome And Trajectory Analysis Of Cutaneous T-Cell
Lymphoma Identifies Putative Precancer Populations
Blood Advances, Online ahead of print.
Read More

Huang Y, Jia M, Yang X, Han H, Hou G, Bi L, Yang Y, Zhang R, Zhao X,
Peng C, Ouyang X.
Annexin A2: The Diversity Of Pathological Effects In Tumorigenesis And
Immune Response
International Journal of Cancer, 151(4):497-509. 
Read More

Dolezal D, Zhang X, Harigopal M.
Increased Expression of LEF1 and β-Catenin in Invasive Micropapillary
Carcinoma of the Breast is Associated with Lymphovascular Invasion
and Lymph Node Metastasis
Applied Immunohistochemistry & Molecular Morphology, Online ahead of

print.
Read More

Akalu YT, Mercau ME, Ansems M, Hughes LD, Nevin J, Alberto EJ, Liu XN,
He LZ, Alvarado D, Keler T, Kong Y, Philbrick WM, Bosenberg M,
Finnemann SC, Iavarone A, Lasorella A, Rothlin CV, Ghosh S.
Tissue-specific Modifier Alleles Determine Mertk Loss-Of-Function
Traits
eLife, Online ahead of print. 
Read More

Wu H, Gao X, Luo Y, Yu J, Long G, Jiang Z, Zhou J.
Targeted Delivery of Chemo-Sonodynamic Therapy via Brain Targeting,
Glutathione-Consumable Polymeric Nanoparticles for Effective Brain
Cancer Treatment
Advanced Science, Online ahead of print.
Read More

grant.

Read More

The rules of love are simple. Everybody.
Always. 
-- Bob Goff

Read More

Have you ever considered riding in Closer to
Free Ride? Now is your chance! Riders –

whether in-person or virtual – are still
welcome to sign up with a variety of course
lengths to choose from. All funds raised will
be accepted until September 30, so register
today and support Yale Cancer Center and
Smilow Cancer Hospital!
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Meet Ansley Roche, MD, an ENT surgeon
specializing in head and neck cancers at
Smilow Cancer Hospital and our Smilow
Cancer Hospital Care Center in Trumbull. Dr.
Roche takes a collaborative approach when
caring for patients, using the most effective,
patient-specific treatment options for benign
and malignant diseases affecting the ear,
sinuses, larynx, pharynx, oral cavity, thyroid
and parathyroid glands, and salivary glands,
while emphasizing our organ-sparing
mission.

Recently, a patient shared, “I have said it
before–I love and appreciate Dr. Roche and
the care she has provided to me. She's very
through, I never feel rushed, she's great
listener, an excellent doctor, and I will
recommend her to everyone I know.”
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.@maryam_lustberg talks with
@healio about her goals as president of
@cancercaremascc and the importance of
mentorship for #WomenInMedicine.

Sept. 14 at 6:30pm, we begin a 3-
part, virtual #HeadandNeckCancer

CME Series, co-hosted by BarbaraBurtness
and Dr. Saral Mehra. Register now for:
Redefining Resectability in Head & Neck
Cancers

In this @NaturePortfolio Q&A with
@LilyKabeche, PhD, Dr. Kabeche

discusses her work with #DDR pathways
and being the PI of a lab during the
#COVID19 pandemic.

Our Smilow Shares with Primary
Care virtual #CME series for PCPs

starts Tues, Sept. 6 at 5pm discussing
#ProstateCancer. Speakers: Erin Culbert,
DO; Bruce McGibbon, MD; @DanielPetrylak;
Gerald Portman, MD.

Thank you to the generous sponsors
of the 2022 Crush Cancer Golf

Tournament supporting cancer care at our
@SmilowCancer Care Center in #Westerly,
RI with Dr. Robert Legare and Dr. Rebecca
Vanasse-Passas.

Yale Cancer Center @YaleCancer·
Aug 31A new study from @QinYan1

, Don Nguyen, PhD & researchers from
@YalePathology published in @eLife

identifies chromatin regulator WDR5 as a
possible new drug target in Triple Negative
Breast Cancer #TNBC.

Did you miss ASCO Annual Meeting
2022? Register now for our

symposium and hear key data and
developments that were presented.

Join us for our
#HeadandNeckCancer CME Series

co-hosted by @BarbaraBurtness
and Dr. Saral Mehra.
September 14
October 12
November 9
Register today>> https://bit.ly/3JPjgvw

Dr. Ehud Mendel explains the
complex, multidisciplinary surgery
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Read More

Zeidan AM, Tsai JH, Karimi M, Schmier J, Jayade S, Zormpas E, Hassan A,
Ruiters D, Anthony C, Hill K, Wert T, Botteman M.

complex, multidisciplinary surgery
recently performed @SmilowCancer to
replace a vertebra damaged by a cancerous
tumor with an artificial vertebra, stabilizing
the patient's neck and alleviating pain.

Tune in at 7:30pm to Yale Cancer
Answers to hear pediatric

hematologist/oncologist Dr. Niketa Shah
discuss #stemcell transplantation for
pediatric patients with #sicklecelldisease.
Listen live on @wnpr or on @iTunes.

Yale Cancer Center @YaleCancer·
Aug 27 Eric Winer, MD,

@DrEricWiner, was all smiles supporting the
Closer To Free Ride remotely while on
vacation last week, along with his son
Jeffrey.

.@DanielPetrylak joins the
#OncLiveOnAir podcast to discuss

#ProstateCancer and #BladderCancer.

Yale Cancer Center @YaleCancer·
Aug 24 Congratulations to our 6

@BCRFcure grant awardees from
@YaleCancer @SmilowCancer!
@DrEricWiner, @RimmPathology,
@MehraGolshan, @mirwin_yale, Dr. Lajos
Pusztai, and Dr. Ian Krop.

While further validation is needed,
new @YNeurosurgery study shows

that a delay between biopsy for
#Glioblastoma & #radiotherapy may not have
a detrimental effect on survival.

Calendar

Yale Eye Center Grand Rounds
September 9; 7:00 AM
Case Presentations TBA
Learn More

Surgery Grand Rounds
September 9; 7:30 AM
Fitkin Memorial Pavilion Auditorium
State of the Department
Nita Ahuja, MD, MBA, FACS
Learn More 

Medical Grand Rounds
September 9; 9:00 AM
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Ruiters D, Anthony C, Hill K, Wert T, Botteman M.
Patient Preferences for Benefits, Risks, and Administration Route of
Hypomethylating Agents in Myelodysplastic Syndromes
Clinical Lymphoma Myeloma and Leukemia, 22(9):e853-e866. 
Read Mores

Pashankar F, Hanley K, Lockley M, Stoneham S, Nucci MR, Reyes-Múgica
M, Elishaev E, Vang R, Veneris J, Rytting H, Olson T, Hazard K, Covens A,
Arora R, Billmire D, Al-Ibraheemi A, Ulbright TM, Frazier L, Hirsch MS.
Addressing the Diagnostic And Therapeutic Dilemmas Of Ovarian
Immature Teratoma: Report From A Clinicopathologic Consensus
Conference
European Journal of Cancer, 173:59-70. 
Read More

Fernandez AI, Starbird C, Davis-Reyes B, Termini CM, Hinton A Jr, McCall T.
Evaluating Diversity, Equity, And Inclusion Consultation Requests
Trends in Molecular Medicine, 28 (9):707-709. 
Read More

Chapiro J, Allen B, Abajian A, Wood B, Kothary N, Daye D, Bai H, Sedrakyan
A, Diamond M, Simonyan V, McLennan G, Abi-Jaoudeh N, Pua B.
Proceedings from the Society of Interventional Radiology Foundation
Research Consensus Panel on Artificial Intelligence in Interventional
Radiology: From Code to Bedside
Journal of Vascular and Interventional Radiology, 33(9):1113-1120. 
Read More

Cannataro VL, Kudalkar S, Dasari K, Gaffney SG, Lazowski HM, Jackson LK,
Yildiz I, Das RK, Gould Rothberg BE, Anderson KS, Townsend JP.
APOBEC Mutagenesis And Selection For NFE2L2 Contribute To The
Origin Of Lung Squamous-Cell Carcinoma
Lung Cancer, 171:34-41. 

Read More

Foldi J, Kahn A, Silber A, Qing T, Reisenbichler E, Fischbach N, Persico J,
Adelson K, Katoch A, Chagpar A, Park T, Blanchard A, Blenman K, Rimm
DL, Pusztai L.
Clinical Outcomes and Immune Markers by Race in a Phase I/II Clinical
Trial of Durvalumab Concomitant with Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy in
Early-Stage TNBC
Clinical Cancer Research, 28(17):3720-3728. 
Read More

Abdelal H, Chatterjee D.
The Clinical and Pathologic Features of Intracholecystic Papillary-
Tubular Neoplasms of the Gallbladder
Surgical Pathology Clinics, 15(3):565-577. 
Read More

Lam R, Tarangelo N, Wang R, Horibe M, Grimshaw AA, Jain D, Haffar S,
Bazerbachi F, Kunz PL, Li DK.
Microangiopathic Hemolytic Anemia Is a Late and Fatal Complication of
Gastric Signet Ring Cell Carcinoma: A Systematic Review and Case-
Control Study
Oncologist, 27(9):751-759. 

September 9; 9:00 AM
M.S. Harkness Memorial Auditorium
A Conversation with the Surgeon General of
the United States
Vivek Murthy, MD and Marcella Nunez-
Smith, MD, MHS
Learn More

Yale Cancer Answers
September 11; 7:30 PM
NPR
Providing Quality of Life during Survivorship
Vikram Jairam, MD
Learn More

Yale Pathology Special Seminar
September 12, 10:00 AM
Pathogen-Derived Vesicles as Targets For
The Development Of Effective Vaccines And
Diagnostic Tests For Parasitic Infections
Choukri Ben Mamoun, PhD
Learn More

Links to a Cure Golf Tournament
September 13; 10:00 AM
Country Club of Darien
Learn More

Yale Pathology Special Seminar
September 13; 2:00 PM
Aging Biomarkers For Intervention Studies
And Clinical Applications
Albert Higgins-Chen, MD/PhD

Learn More

Genetics Research in Progress (RIP)
September 14; 12:00 PM
SHM I-304
Ethan Strayer
Learn More

Lab Medicine Grand Rounds
September 14; 12:00 PM
CB401
Wade Schulz, MD, PhD and Chen Liu, MD,
PhD
Learn More

Pediatric Grand Rounds
September 14; 12:00 PM
Sickle Cell Disease: A New Dawn
Approaches
Lakshmanan Krishnamurti, MD
Learn More

Free Prostate Cancer Screening
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejca.2022.06.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.molmed.2022.06.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jvir.2022.06.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lungcan.2022.07.004
https://doi.org/10.1158/1078-0432.ccr-22-0862
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.path.2022.05.011
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https://www.yalecancercenter.org/event/special-seminar-aging-biomarkers-for-intervention/
https://www.yalecancercenter.org/event/gen-rip-2/
https://www.yalecancercenter.org/event/lab-medicine-grand-rounds/
https://www.yalecancercenter.org/event/pediatric-grand-rounds22-23-2/


Oncologist, 27(9):751-759. 
Read More

Graham C, Metayer C, Morimoto LM, Wiemels JL, Siddique A, Di M, Rodwin
RL, Kadan-Lottick NS, Ma X, Wang R.
Hispanic Ethnicity Differences in Birth Characteristics, Maternal
Birthplace, and Risk of Early-Onset Hodgkin Lymphoma: A Population-
Based Case-Control Study
Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers & Prevention, 31(9):1788-1795. 
Read More

Vetsa S, Nadar A, Vasandani S, Gorelick E, Bungard J, Barak T, Fulbright
RK, Marianayagam NJ, Moliterno J.
Criteria for Cerebrospinal Fluid Diversion in Retractorless Sphenoid
Wing Meningioma Surgery: A Technical Report
Journal of Neurological Surgery Reports, 83 (3):e100-e104. 
Read More

Kc M, Oral E, Rung AL, Trapido E, Rozek LS, Fontham ETH, Bensen JT,
Farnan L, Steck SE, Song L, Mohler JL, Khan S, Vohra S, Peters ES.
Prostate Cancer Aggressiveness And Financial Toxicity Among
Prostate Cancer Patients
Prostate, Online ahead of print. 
Read More

Funding and Award Opportunities

Pfizer- Global Medical Grants- Treatment Optimization in ALK-positive
Metastatic Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer
Pfizer Global Medical Grants supports the global healthcare community’s

independent initiatives (e.g., research, quality improvement, or education) to
improve patient outcomes in areas of unmet medical need that are aligned
with Pfizer’s medical and/or scientific strategies. 
Application Deadline: September 21, 2022
Read More

DoD Breast Cancer Research Program Awards
These awards provide funding to support innovative, high-impact research
with clinical relevance that will accelerate progress to end breast cancer for
Service Members, Veterans, and the general public. 

Breakthrough Award Levels 1 and 2 - LOI Due: September 22, 2022
Era of Hope Scholar Award- LOI Due: September 22, 2022

Read More

Conquer Cancer Grants & Awards  
These grants and awards support clinical and translational cancer research
done by gifted physician-scientists at every stage of their careers, from the
best and brightest among young investigators to senior researchers providing
mentorship opportunities for the next generation of cancer researchers.

Global Oncology Young Investigator Award (GO YIA)
- Application Deadline: September 22, 2022 
Leadership Development Program  - Application
Deadline: September 25, 2022 
Career Development Award (CDA)- Application Deadline: October
20, 2022 
International Innovation Grant (IIG) - Application

Free Prostate Cancer Screening
September 14; 5:00 PM
Bridgeport Hospital, MedEase Unit
Learn More

Head & Neck Cancers Program 2022 CME
Series
September 14; 6:30 PM
Redefining Resectability in Head & Neck
Cancers
Ehud Mendel, MD, MBA | Charles Matouk,
MD | Britt Tonnessen, MD | Aarti Bhatia, MD,
MPH
Learn More

Cancer Genetics and Prevention Program
Seminar
September 15; 2:30 PM
Learn More

Center for GI Cancers Seminar
September 15; 4:15 PM
GI Biorepository Update
John W. Kunstman, MD, MHS, FACS 
Learn More

Yale Diagnostic Pathology CME Review
September 17-18
50 Lafayette St, New York, NY
Learn More

HealthTree Roundtable for Acute Myeloid

Leukemia
September 17; 10:00 AM
Decision-Making in AML: What’s Next if You
Relapse?
Lourdes Mendez, MD, PhD | Eunice Wang,
MD | Amanda Przespolewski, DO | Jane
Liesveld, MD
Learn More

Yale Cancer Answers
September 18; 7:30 PM
NPR
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month
Joseph Kim, MD
Learn More

Yale Cell Biology Special Seminar
September 19; 10:00 AM
SHM C-428
Differentiation of Functional Human Mast
Cells from Adipose Derived Stem Cells and
their Application in Allergo Oncology
Christopher L. Kepley, PhD
Learn More

https://doi.org/10.1093/oncolo/oyac093
https://doi.org/10.1158/1055-9965.epi-22-0335
https://doi.org/10.1055/s-0042-1753518
https://doi.org/10.1002/pros.24434
https://cdn.pfizer.com/pfizercom/2022-08/GMG_2022-Onc-G_TreatmentOptimizationALK-positiveNSCLC.pdf?8N_Z0tcR6IDHXyxcXJGEPnDzGs8bP6Cz
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https://www.yalecancercenter.org/event/cancer-genetics-and-prevention-program-seminar-copy-101/
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https://www.yalecancercenter.org/event/differentiation-functional-human-mast-cells-adipose-derived-stem-cells-application-allergo-oncology/


International Innovation Grant (IIG) - Application
Deadline: December 2, 2022

Read More

Freeman Hrabowski Scholars Program
A new program supporting outstanding early career faculty who are
committed to advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion in science. 
HHMI is seeking outstanding basic researchers, including physician-
scientists, who have strong potential to become leaders in their fields and to
advance diversity, equity, and inclusion through their mentorship and
understanding of the experiences of trainees from races and ethnicities
underrepresented in US science.
Applications Due: September 23, 2022
Read More

ASCO Leadership Development Program
If you are interested in becoming a future leader in ASCO and the practice of
oncology, ASCO’s Leadership Development Program is for you. Participants
in this year-long program will learn valuable leadership skills, network with
and receive mentorship from ASCO leaders, and gain exposure to the roles
and mission of ASCO. In addition, participants learn about the Society's
powerful role in developing the future of cancer care.
Application Deadline: September 24, 2022
Read More

Postdoctoral Fellowship Award
Hope Funds for Cancer Research is offering fellowships to postdoctoral
scientists who propose to work on highly innovative research projects that
challenge the traditional paradigms of understanding the causes,
mechanisms, progression, disease markers or risk factors of the most

difficult-to-treat cancers, including pancreatic, lung, liver, sarcomas,
esophageal, brain, gastric, bone and ovarian cancers; and rare leukemias,
lymphomas and MDS.  
Application Deadline: September 24, 2022
Read More

DoD Kidney Cancer Research Program (KCRP) 
These awards support research of exceptional scientific merit in the area of
kidney cancer.

Academy of Kidney Cancer Investigators Early-Career Scholar
Award- LOI Due: September 29, 2022
Nurse-Initiated Research Award- LOI Due: September 29, 2022
Clinical Trial Award- LOI Due: September 29, 2022

Read More

DoD Kidney Cancer Research Program Grants
The mission of the FY22 KCRP is to promote rigorous, innovative, high-
impact research in kidney cancer for the benefit of Service Members,
Veterans, and the American public. Within this context, the KCRP is
interested in supporting research and clinical care that addresses the KCRP
Overarching Strategic Goals to: (1) increase understanding of the biology of
kidney cancer; (2) develop novel therapeutic strategies for the treatment of
kidney cancer; (3) improve patient care for kidney cancer; and (4) grow the
field and increase collaboration in the area of kidney cancer.

Academy of Kidney Cancer Investigators Early-Career Scholar
Award - Letter of Intent Due: September 29, 2022
Nurse-Initiated Research Award - Letter of Intent Due: September
29, 2022

Hereditary Hematologic Malignancies: Not
That Rare
September 19; 4:00 PM
Srinivas K. Tantravahi, M.D., MBBS, MRCP
and Eric Padron, M.D.
Learn More

Bereavement Seminar
September 20; 5:30 PM
Understanding and Managing Grief - How
Long Am I Going to Feel Like This?
Learn More

Hereditary Hematologic Malignancies: Not
That Rare
September 21; 11:00 AM
Stephanie Halene, MD, PhD and Sravanti
Rangaraju, MD
Learn More

Genetics Research in Progress (RIP)
September 21; 12:00 PM
SHM I-304
Kathryn Berg and Rebecca Starble
Learn More

Pharmacology Seminar Series Presents
September 22; 12:30 PM
BML, B131

Selectivity in Biology and Therapeutics
Steve Almo, Ph.D.
Learn More

Cancer Genetics and Prevention Program
Seminar
September 22; 2:30 PM
Learn More

Center for GI Cancers Journal Club
September 22; 4:15 PM
Laura Van Metre Baum, MD, MPH
Learn More

        

Share your news!
Please submit your recent publications, awards,

and grant announcements to:

Renee Gaudette
Director, Public Affairs and Communications
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29, 2022
Clinical Trial Award - Letter of Intent Due: September 29, 2022

Read More

MMRF Myeloma Accelerator Challenge Program Grants
As the leading funder of multiple myeloma research, the MMRF has
supported more than 380 research grants at over 135 institutions worldwide.
They are pleased to announce two $10 million grants supporting new
myeloma research initiatives. The topics of focus are:

Optimizing first-line therapy for high-risk newly diagnosed Multiple
Myeloma (HR-NDMM)
High-risk Smoldering Multiple Myeloma (HR-SMM)

Each $10 million grant will support multicenter translational research projects
for 3 years. The output of these preclinical research programs will be cogent
clinical hypotheses ready for rapid clinical deployment. This funding supports
preclinical and translational research, not clinical trials. Proposals should
include elements to address known racial subsets in multiple myeloma.
Letter of Intents Due: September 30, 2022
Read More

Charles H. Hood Foundation Child Health Research Awards Program
The Charles H. Hood Foundation was incorporated in 1942 to improve the
health and quality of life for children through grant support of New England-
based pediatric researchers. The intent of the Child Health Research Awards
Program is to support newly independent faculty, provide the opportunity to
demonstrate creativity, and assist in the transition to other sources of
research funding.
Application Deadline: October 5, 2022
Read More

NCI Outstanding Investigator Award (R35)
This FOA invites grant applications for the Outstanding Investigator Award
(R35) in any area of cancer research.
The objective of the OIA is to provide long-term support to accomplished
investigators with outstanding records of cancer research accomplishments
who propose to conduct exceptional research. 
Open Date: October 8, 2022
Read More

Cancer Adoptive Cellular Therapy Network (Can-ACT) for Adult Cancers
(UG3/UH3)
Through this FOA, the NCI intends to accelerate development, innovation
and establishment of adoptive cellular therapy clinical trials for treatment of
adult patients (18 years or older) with solid tumors. Specifically, UG3 phase
of the awards will support preclinical, translational and IND-enabling studies
that lay groundwork for UH3 early-stage clinical trials testing adoptive
immune cell therapies in adult patients with solid tumors. 
Application Deadline: October 28, 2022
Read More

Cancer Adoptive Cellular Therapy Network (Can-ACT) Coordinating
Center (U24)
Through this FOA, the NCI intends to support a coordinating center to
manage the Cancer Adoptive Cell Therapy (Can-ACT) Network a network of
UG3/UH3 awardees that will conduct adoptive cell therapy research and
clinical trials for patients with solid tumors.
Application Deadline: October 28, 2022

https://cdmrp.army.mil/funding/kcrp
https://themmrf.org/finding-a-cure/our-work/research-grants/?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022+Myeloma+Accelerator+Challenge+Program+Grants&utm_content=two+%2410+million+grant+opportunities
https://hria.org/tmf/hood/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-CA-22-045.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-CA-22-030.html


Application Deadline: October 28, 2022
Read More

YSM Science Fellows
The Yale School of Medicine (YSM) seeks applications for the first class
of YSM Science Fellows, through which we will recruit exceptional trainees
from diverse backgrounds in the basic, translational, and/or clinical
fields each year for the next five years. We specifically seek outstanding
recent PhD graduates who — through their research, outreach, mentoring,
teaching, and leadership — have a record of excellence in their field and high
future potential.  
Application Deadline: November 1, 2022
Read More
 
Michael F. Price Memorial Grant Award for Gastroesophageal Cancer
The DeGregorio Family for Gastric and Esophageal Cancer
(Gastroesophageal Cancer) is pleased to announce its 13th annual funding
opportunity for gastroesophageal malignancies in honor of Michael F. Price.
The Foundation seeks to promote and facilitate collaborative research on the
pathogenesis, early diagnosis and treatment of upper gastrointestinal
malignancies. 
Application Deadline: November 1, 2022
Read More

The Pershing Square Sohn Prize for Young Investigators in Cancer
Research
The Pershing Square Sohn Prize for Young Investigators in Cancer Research

provides early career, New York area scientists the freedom to take risks and
pursue their boldest research at a stage when traditional funding is
lacking. Prize winners each receive $200,000 a year for up to three years. At
least six grants are awarded annually.
LOI Due: November 7, 2022 
Read More

Program for the Promotion of Interdisciplinary Team Science (POINTS)
The YSM Office of Team Science will support teams of investigators to
address major questions in basic, clinical, and translational science and
partner with them on grant submissions to obtain federal funding for
sustainable support for these projects. To nucleate new projects, we will
provide $50,000 to $200,000 to groups of two to five investigators, led by a
YSM faculty member, in support of research projects having the potential to
achieve program project or center funding (i.e., U01, U54, P01, P30, P50,
comparable large grants from other federal and non-federal agencies).
Application Deadline: November 7, 2022
Read More

Global Implementation Science for Equitable Cancer Control (GlobalISE
Cancer Control, U54)
The purpose of this FOA is to build implementation science centers in low-
and middle-income countries (LMICs). This initiative will support
implementation science research capacity-building activities, including
research projects that identify, develop, and test innovative theory-based
strategies for overcoming barriers to the adoption, adaptation, integration,
scale-up, and sustainability of evidence-based cancer control interventions in
LMICs. 
Application Deadline: November 8, 2022
Read More

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-CA-22-030.html
https://medicine.yale.edu/diversity/studentstraineespostdocs/science-fellows-program/
https://apply.interfolio.com/108050
https://degregorio.org/grant-process/
https://psscra.org/application/prize-application-guidelines/
https://medicine.yale.edu/research/investigator-resources/team-science/points-application/


Read More

Lion Heart Fund For Cancer Research
Yale investigators are encouraged to submit proposals of innovative, high-
potential projects requiring pilot funding. Projects may be in any area of
breast cancer research – basic, translational, clinical, outcomes and
population science are all welcomed from any discipline or group of
disciplines.
Application Deadline: November 8, 2022
Read More

Technology Impact Award
The Cancer Research Institute Technology Impact Award provides seed
funding of up to $200,000 to be used over 12-24 months to address the gap
between technology development and clinical application of cancer
immunotherapies. These grants aim to encourage collaboration between
technology developers and clinical cancer immunologists and to generate the
proof-of-principle of a novel platform technology in bioinformatics, ex vivo or
in silico modeling systems, immunological or tumor profiling instrumentation,
methods, reagents and assays, or other relevant technologies that can
enable clinician scientists to generate deeper insights into the mechanisms of
action of effective or ineffective cancer immunotherapies.
LOI Due: November 15, 2022
Read More
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